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Top 50 SME Apprenticeship Employers
Rankings 2024

The Top 50 SME Apprenticeship Employers celebrates England’s outstanding small & medium-sized apprenticeship employers
in 2024, recognising their commitment to creating new apprenticeships, the diversity of their apprentices, and the number of
apprentices who successfully achieve their apprenticeships. The rankings are produced annually by the Department for Education,
in partnership with High Fliers Research, who independently assess and rank the nation’s top apprenticeship employers.
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Entry Criteria

Entries for the Top 50 SME Apprenticeship Employers were open to small & medium-sized apprenticeship employers

with 10-249 employees and a minimum of 3 apprentices. Entries opened on 6th February and closed on 12th April 2024.
Each employer entering for the rankings provided three key pieces of data — the number of apprentices that started a new
apprenticeship with the employer from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024, the diversity of these new apprentices, and the
number of apprentices that successfully completed apprenticeships during the year. Employers’ entry data was independently
verified, weighted according to the size of the employers’ workforce, and then scored, in order to calculate the 2024 rankings.




